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The Allegheny Valley Rapid Transit project could provide rapid transit connections 
from New Kensington in Westmoreland County all the way to Downtown 
Pittsburgh, enabling faster and more direct connections to and from communities 
along the corridor. The proposed line could connect into Downtown via the East 
Busway at a new Strip District hub location and/or could also connect to the East 
End and Oakland via the Brilliant Branch. Cross-river connectivity can be pursued 
at various points along the Allegheny Valley, including a rapid transit connection 
potentially using the Brilliant Bridge that directly links the Highland Park, Larimer, 
and Homewood neighborhoods of Pittsburgh to Aspinwall and adjacent job 
centers like Waterworks. Further connectivity across the river could be enabled by 
using the PA Turnpike crossing and the Tarentum Bridge.

Although further study will be needed to determine an ideal and feasible corridor 
for rapid transit, key elements of this project would emphasize maximizing 
connections to job centers, neighborhood centers, and major transit routes. The 
new line could serve commercial centers through the Allegheny Valley from the 
Strip District and Lawrenceville to Oakmont, Verona, and New Kensington, bringing 
improved connectivity to neighborhood centers. The project with begin planning 
with a proposal  to utilize the current Allegheny Valley Railroad right of way as a 
transit-exclusive facility to minimize delays and tra�c congestion between stations. 
As the line currently carries very light industrial freight tra�c, both light rail and bus 
modes can be evaluated, as options for conversion to a transit facility could include 
development of a transit-only roadway or a running surface that has rail embedded 
in it to allow for overnight freight operations.

Allegheny Valley Rapid Transit

PROJECT J


